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Abstract:

The aim of this study is to analyze changes that Nahiyat Al - Qud-
swent throughout the sixteenth and nineteenth centuriesin terms of num-
ber villages, population and area size. The problem of the research is that

the Jerusalem villages, population and area size has not been compared
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before. The problem also lies in the presentation that Palestine was full
of its inhabitants during its long history, and it constitutes a response to
the saying formulated by the West in Palestine that it is a land without a
people and therefore the Jews must be displaced to it, as they are a people
without a land. The researcher used descriptive and historical methods in
order to analyze the available data. This study has revealed that Nahiyat
Al - Quds was distinguished during its long history that it was always
full of its people who preserved and defended it. It also became clear that
the area size was expanding and shrinking from time to time, according
to the administrative and security conditions experienced by each his-
torical stage. The population of the district and its number of villages
ranged between increase and decrease according to the same surrounding
conditions.It became clear from this study that the data obtained for the
sixteenth century were not identical, although they are close, as villages
were added or some of them disappeared, and perhaps the case is due
to the extent of accuracy in recording, translating and interpreting those
data. As for the data of the nineteenth century, it was accurate due to the
experiences of researchers who prepared it recently. It was clear from
this study that there are only fifty - two villages that continued in their
positions permanently and did not change, whether in the sixteenth or
nineteenth centuries. strict and the number of its villages witnessed many
changes since the beginning of the Ottoman rule in the Levant in 1516
until its end in 1917. These changes can be explained according to the
change in security and administrative conditions during the period of Ot-
toman rule Nevertheless, Nahiyat Al - Quds remained permanently popu-
lated by its residents, whose villages were distributed among the plain,

mountainous and low - lying areas located in the Ghor area. The study
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recommends to pursue more studies of all Palestinian Nahiyats.

Keywords: Nahiyat Al - Quds and its villages, administrative and se-

curity conditions. Ottoman Empire, dynamics of number of increase and

decrease of villages.
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